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(54) Network control system, network terminal and control terminal 



(57) A network control system is provided which 
includes: a network terminal; and a control terminal. 
The network terminal transmits to the control terminal 
manipulation information indicating a type of at least 
one manipulation component and a manipulation 
requesting signal corresponding to the manipulation 
component, receives from the control terminal the 
manipulation requesting signal, and performs an opera- 
tion corresponding to the manipulation requesting sig- 
nal upon receipt of the manipulation requesting signal 
from the control terminal. The control terminal includes 
at least one manipulation component, receives and 



analyzes the manipulation information from the network 
terminal, selects the type of the manipulation compo- 
nent indicated by the manipulation information, corre- 
sponds the selected manipulation component and the 
manipulation requesting signal indicated by the manipu- 
lation information, thereby establishing a manipulation 
environment for controlling the network terminal, and, 
when the manipulation component is selectively manip- 
ulated, transmits the manipulation requesting signal to 
the network terminal. 
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Description 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1 . FIELD OF THE INVENTION: 

The present invention relates to a control terminal, 
a network terminal and a network control system in 
which the control terminal is connected to the network 
terminal via a network for remotely controlling the net- 
work terminal. 

2. DESCRIPTION OF THE RELATED ART: 

It is well known that remote controllers for control- 
ling televisions, video players, air conditioners and the 
like need to be manipulated separately, thereby render- 
ing manipulations of the apparatuses complicated. 

Therefore, a system for remotely controlling a plu- 
rality of unspecified network terminals with one remote 
controller has been proposed. According to this system, 
a network terminal and a control terminal are combined, 
whereby the network terminal provides control informa- 
tion to the control terminal. Based on this control infor- 
mation, a manipulation environment for remotely 
controlling the network terminal is established on the 
control terminal side. 

Such systems are described in, for example, Japa- 
nese Laid-Open Publication Nos. 8-140167 and 8- 
1 49576. According to the above-described publications, 
control information including a plurality of commands 
and a plurality of icons corresponding thereto is stored 
in the network terminal. The control information is trans- 
mitted from the network terminal to the control terminal. 
The control terminal analyzes the control information 
and displays an icon for each of the manipulation but- 
tons, thereby establishing a manipulation environment. 
The manipulation buttons are selectively pressed by a 
user referring to these icons, whereby a signal indicat- 
ing a command corresponding to the selected manipu- 
lation button is transmitted from the control terminal to 
the network terminal. In response to the signal indicat- 
ing the command, the network terminal executes the 
command and performs a predetermined operation. 

Figure 1 is a block diagram showing a conventional 
network control system 1 00. Referring to Figure 1 , a 
control terminal 11 includes a selection device 111, a 
transmitting data generator 112, a transmitter 113, a 
display device 1 14, a control code table RAM 1 15, a dis- 
play controller 116, a received data analyzer 117, a 
receiver 118 and a display font RAM 119. The network 
terminal 12 includes a receiver 121. a received data 
analyzer 1 22, a control code table ROM 1 23, a network 
terminal controller 124, a transmitter 125, a transmitting 
data generator 126 and a display font ROM 127. 

Figure 2 is a schematic diagram showing a video 
apparatus 21 which is provided with the network termi- 
nal 12. Each of control information including a com- 



mand and an icon corresponding thereto is transmitted 
from the network terminal 12 to the control terminal 11 
as an infrared signal, whereby the control information is 
downloaded to the control terminal 1 1 . The control ter- 

5 minal 1 1 receives and analyzes the control information 
and displays five icons on the display device 114 indi- 
cating corresponding operations (i.e., rewind, reverse 
play, stop, play and fast forward). The selection device 
111 includes a plurality of manipulation buttons. Icons 

10 corresponding to the manipulation buttons respectively 
are displayed. As a result, a manipulation environment 
for remotely controlling the video apparatus 21 is estab- 
lished on the control terminal 1 1 . For example, when a 
manipulation button corresponding to an icon indicating 

15 "rewind" is pressed, a signal indicating a command for 
rewinding is transmitted from the control terminal 1 1 to 
the network terminal 12. In response to the signal indi- 
cating the rewind command, the network terminal 12 
executes the command and instructs the video player 

20 21 to rewind - 

Hereinafter, the above-described operation will be 
described in more detail. 

In the network terminal 1 2, the commands for con- 
trolling the network terminal 12 are stored in the control 

25 code table ROM 123. Icons corresponding to these 
commands are scored in the display font ROM 1 27. Fig- 
ure 3 is a table 31 showing examples of the commands 
and the icons corresponding thereto. Each command 
and each icon corresponding thereto form manipulation 

30 information. 

The transmitting data generator 126 of the network 
terminal 1 2 fetches a command from the control code 
table ROM 1 23 as well as an icon corresponding thereto 
from the display font ROM 127, thereby forming manip- 

35 ulation information by combining the command and the 
icon. The manipulation information is provided to the 
transmitter 125. The transmitter 125 transmits the 
manipulation information to the control terminal 1 1 . 
The receiver 1 18 of the control terminal 1 1 receives 

40 the manipulation information and provides the manipu- 
lation information to the received data analyzer 117. 
The received data analyzer 117 analyzes the manipula- 
tion information, and stores the command in the control 
code table RAM 115 and the icon corresponding to the 

45 command in the display font RAM 119. 

The icon stored in the display RAM 1 1 9 is read out 
by the dsplay controller 116 and is displayed by the dis- 
play device 114. In this way, icons are displayed as 
shown in Figure 2, whereby the user can see the func- 

so tions of the manipulation buttons of the selection device 
111. 

When one of the manipulation buttons is selectively 
pressed by the user, the transmitting data generator 112 
refers to the control code table RAM 115 and fetches a 
55 command corresponding to the pressed manipulation 
button. For example, when the manipulation button cor- 
responding to the icon representing "rewind" shown in 
Figure 2 is pressed by the user, the transmitting data 
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generator 112 fetches command 3 shewn in Figure 3 
from the control code table RAM 115 and transmits the 
signal indicating the command 3 from the transmitter 
1 1 3 to the network terminal 1 2. 

The receiver 121 of the network terminal 12 
receives the signal indicating the command 3, and pro- 
vides the command 3 to the received data analyzer 1 22. 
The received data analyzer 122 analyzes the command 
3 and requests to the network terminal controller 1 24 to 
perform the desired operation. The network terminal 
controller 124 executes the command 3 and instructs 
the video player 21 to rewind. 

In the above-described manner, the manipulation 
information is transmitted from the network terminal 1 2 
to the control terminal 11 , whereby a manipulation envi- 
ronment for remotely controlling the network terminal 1 2 
is established in the control terminal 1 1 . 

Even when a plurality of unspecified network termi- 
nals are used, manipulation environments for remotely 
controlling the network terminals can be established 
based on manipulation information which is provided 
from the network terminals to the control terminal when 
the network terminals are combined with the control ter- 
minal. A manipulation environment for remotely control- 
ling the network is established for each network 
terminal. By registering the manipulation environments 
in the control terminal, the plurality of network terminals 
can be remotely controlled by one control terminal. 

However, the above-described conventional net- 
work control system 100 has the following problems. 

In the conventional network control system 100, 
even a manipulation button, for example, a power but- 
ton, which performs a same operation to all of the net- 
work terminals, is set by transmitting a combination of a 
command and an icon thereof from the network terminal 
to the control terminal. As a result, such a button may 
not be arranged in the same way for all of the network 
terminals. 

Since commands and icons are transmitted for all 
of the manipulation buttons from the network terminal to 
the control terminal, the amount of transmitted informa- 
tion is large, which requires a long time for transmitting 
the information. For example, when one icon is repre- 
sented by a 16 x 16 bit map, a total of 256 bits need to 
be transmitted. When the information transmission rate 
by an infrared signal from the network terminal to the 
control terminal is 200 bits per second, a transmission 
time of 1 second or more is required for each icon. 

According to the conventional network control sys- 
tem 100, there is no function of collectively arranging a 
plurality of related manipulation buttons instructing sim- 
ilar functions, for example, a pair of volume buttons for 
instructing "Volume up" and "Volume down". In this 
case, therefore, the pair of volume buttons may not be 
collectively arranged in convenient positions. 

According to the conventional network control sys- 
tem 100, although a plurality of network terminals can 
be remotely controlled by one control terminal, they 



cannot be collectively controlled. For example, when 
one application is realized by a plurality of network ter- 
minals, each of the networks needs to be remote con- 
trolled by the control terminal separately. 

5 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

According to one aspect of the present invention, a 
network control system is provided which includes: a 

w network terminal; and a control terminal. The network 
terminal transmits to the control terminal manipulation 
information indicating a type of at least one manipula- 
tion component and a manipulation requesting signal 
corresponding to the manipulation component, receives 

15 from the control terminal the manipulation requesting 
signal, and performs an operation corresponding to the 
manipulation requesting signal upon receipt of the 
manipulation requesting signal from the control termi- 
nal. The control terminal includes at least one manipu- 

20 lation component, receives and analyzes the 
manipulation information from the network terminal, 
selects the type of the manipulation component indi- 
cated by the manipulation information, corresponds the 
selected manipulation component and the manipulation 

25 requesting signal indicated by the manipulation informa- 
tion, thereby establishing a manipulation environment 
for controlling the network terminal, and, when the 
manipulation component is selectively manipulated, 
transmits the manipulation requesting signal to the net- 

30 work terminal. 

In accordance with one embodiment of the present 
invention, a predetermined manipulation component of 
the at least one manipulation component predeter- 
mined^ corresponds to a predetermined operation of 

35 the network terminal. 

In accordance with one embodiment of the present 
invention, the at least one manipulation component is 
assigned to a physical manipulation button of the control 
terminal. 

40 In accordance with one embodiment of the present 
invention, the at least one manipulation component is 
assigned to a manipulation button displayed on a dis- 
play section of the control terminal. 

In accordance with one embodiment of the present 

45 invention, the at least one manipulation component 
includes manipulation components belonging to a 
manipulation component group, and the control terminal 
collectively processes the manipulation component of 
the manipulation component group. 

so In accordance with one embodiment of the present 
invention, the network control system includes a plural- 
ity of network terminals, at least one of which identifies 
an application which can be realized by exchanging 
function information among the plurality of network ter- 

55 minals; transmits to the control terminal manipulation 
information indicating a type of at least one manipula- 
tion component for controlling the function and a manip- 
ulation requesting signal corresponding to the 



3 



8NSDOCID: <EP 0883320A2 I. > 



5 



EP 0 883 320 A2 



6 



manipulation component, receives the manipulation 
requesting signal from the control terminal, and per- 
forms an operation corresponding to the manipulation 
requesting signal upon receipt of the manipulation 
requesting signal from the control terminal. 5 

In accordance with one embodiment of the present 
invention, the control terminal is a remote controller for 
remotely controlling the network terminal. 

According to another aspect of the present inven- 
tion, a network terminal is provided which is controlled 10 
by a control terminal including at least one manipulation 
component. The network terminal transmits to the con- 
trol terminal manipulation information indicating a type 
of at least one manipulation component and a manipu- 
lation requesting signal corresponding to the manipula- 15 
tion component, receives manipulation requesting 
signal, and performs an operation corresponding to the 
manipulation requesting signal upon receipt of the 
manipulation requesting signal from the control termi- 
nal. 20 

In accordance with one embodiment of the present 
invention, a predetermined manipulation component of 
the at least one manipulation component of the control 
terminal predeterminedly corresponds to a predeter- 
mined operation of the network terminal- 25 

In accordance with one embodiment of the present 
invention, the at least one manipulation component 
includes a manipulation components belonging to a 
manipulation component group, and the control terminal 
collectively processes the manipulation component of 30 
the manipulation component group. 

In accordance with one embodiment of the present 
invention, the network terminal identifies an application 
which can be realized by exchanging function informa- 
tion among a plurality of network terminals, transmits to 35 
the control terminal manipulation information indicating 
a type of at least one manipulation component for con- 
trolling the function and a manipulation requesting sig- 
nal corresponding to the manipulation component, and 
performs an operation corresponding to the manipula- 40 
tion requesting signal upon receipt of the manipulation 
requesting signal from the control terminal. 

According to still another aspect of the present 
invention, a network terminal is provided which is con- 
trolled by a control terminal including at least one 45 
manipulation component. The network terminal 
includes: a memory section for storing manipulation 
information indicating a type of the at least one manipu- 
lation component and a manipulation requesting signal 
corresponding to the manipulation component; a two- so 
way communication section for transmitting to the con- 
trol terminal the manipulation information stored in the 
memory section, and receiving the manipulation 
requesting signal from the control terminal; and a con- 
trol section for performing an operation corresponding 55 
to the manipulation requesting signal in response to the 
manipulation requesting signal received by the two-way 
communication section. 



According to still another aspect of the present 
invention, a control terminal for controlling a network ter- 
minal is provided which performs an operation in 
response to a manipulation requesting signal. The con- 
trol terminal including at least one manipulation compo- 
nent receives and analyzes manipulation information 
from the network terminal and selects a type of the 
manipulation component indicated by the manipulation 
information, corresponds the selected manipulation 
component and the manipulation requesting signal indi- 
cated by the manipulation information, thereby estab- 
lishing a manipulation environment for controlling the 
network terminal, and. when the manipulation compo- 
nent is selectively manipulated, transmits the manipula- 
tion requesting signal to the network terminal. 

In accordance with one embodiment of the present 
invention, a predetermined manipulation component of 
the at least one manipulation component predeter- 
minedly corresponds to a predetermined operation of 
the network terminal. 

In accordance with one embodiment of the present 
invention, the at least one manipulation component is 
assigned to a physical manipulation button of the control 
terminal. 

In accordance with one embodiment of the present 
invention, the at least one manipulation component is 
assigned to a manipulation button displayed on a dis- 
play section of the control terminal. 

In accordance with one embodiment of the present 
invention, the at least one manipulation component 
includes manipulation components belonging to a 
manipulation component group, and the control terminal 
collectively processes the manipulation component of 
the manipulation component group. 

In accordance with one embodiment of the present 
invention, the control terminal is a remote controller for 
remotely controlling the network terminal. 

According to still another aspect of the present 
invention, a control terminal for controlling a network ter- 
minal for performing an operation in response to a 
manipulation requesting signal from the control termi- 
nal. The control terminal includes: at least one manipu- 
lation component; a two-way communication section for 
receiving manipulation information from the network ter- 
minal and transmitting a manipulation requesting signal 
to the network terminal; and a control section which 
analyzes the manipulation information received via the 
two-way communication system, selects a type of the 
manipulation component indicated by the manipulation 
information, corresponds the selected manipulation 
component and the manipulation requesting signal indi- 
cated by the manipulation information, thereby estab- 
lishing a manipulation environment for controlling the 
network terminal, and, when the manipulation compo- 
nent is selectively manipulated, transmits the manipula- 
tion requesting signal to the network terminal via the 
two-way communication section. 

According to still another aspect of the present 
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invention, a network control system is provided which 
includes: a plurality of network terminals, at least one of 
which identifies an application which can be realized by 
exchanging function information among the plurality of 
network terminals, transmits to the control terminal 5 
manipulation information indicating a manipulation envi- 
ronment for controlling the function and a manipulation 
requesting signal corresponding to the manipulation 
component, receives the manipulation requesting signal 
from the control terminal, and performs an operation 10 
corresponding to the manipulation requesting signal 
upon receipt of the manipulation requesting signal from 
the control terminal; and a control terminal which 
receives and analyzes the manipulation information, 
establishes the manipulation environment indicated by T5 
the manipulation information, and when the manipula- 
tion environment is manipulated intended for the func- 
tion, transmits the manipulation requesting signal to at 
least one of the network terminals. 

According to still another aspect of the present 20 
invention, a plurality of network terminals which are con- 
trolled by a control terminal including at least one 
manipulation component are provided. At least one of 
the plurality of network terminals identifies an applica- 
tion which can be realized by exchanging function infor- 25 
mation among the plurality of network terminals, and 
transmits to the control terminal manipulation informa- 
tion indicating a manipulation environment for control- 
ling the function and a manipulation requesting signal, 
and performs an operation corresponding to the tunc- 30 
tion upon receipt of the manipulation requesting signal 
from the control terminal. 

Thus, the invention described herein makes possi- 
ble the advantages of providing: (1) a network control 
system in which the amount of manipulation information 35 
transmitted from a network terminal to a control terminal 
is reduced; (2) a network control system in which 
manipulation components which perform same opera- 
tions to a plurality of network terminals are already pro- 
vided in the control terminal so as to provide the control 40 
terminal with a usable manipulation environment; (3) a 
network control system in which related manipulation 
components are set in the control terminal as a group 
so as to provide the control terminal with a usable 
manipulation environment; and (4) a network control 45 
system in which a manipulation environment for 
remotely controlling an application which is provided by 
a plurality of network terminals can be automatically set. 

These and other advantages of the present inven- 
tion will become apparent to those skilled in the art upon 
reading and understanding the following detailed 
description with reference to the accompanying f igures. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

55 

Figure 1 is a block diagram showing a conventional 
network control system; 



Figure 2 is a schematic diagram showing a video 
apparatus which is provided with the network termi- 
nal shown in Figure 1 ; 

Figure 3 is a table showing examples of commands 
and icons corresponding thereto in the network 
control system shown in Figure 1 ; 

Figure 4 A is a block diagram schematically showing 
a network control system according to a first exam- 
ple of the present invention; 

Figure 4B is a schematic sequence chart showing a 
communication protocol of the network control sys- 
tem according to the first example of the present 
invention; 

Figure 5 is a block diagram showing an exemplary 
application of the network control system according 
to the first example of the present invention; 

Figure 6 is a view showing the external appearance 
of a control terminal in the network control system 
according to the first example of the present inven- 
tion; 

Figure 7A shows a manipulation environment of the 
control terminal of Figure 6 for the television termi- 
nal; 

Figure 7B shows a manipulation environment of the 
control terminal of Figure 6 for the video terminal; 

Figure 7C shows a manipulation environment of the 
control terminal 41 of Figure 6 for the image 
receiver terminal; 

Figure 8 is a data table showing types of the manip- 
ulation components according to the first example 
of the present invention; 

Figure 9 is a diagram showing manipulation infor- 
mation for establishing the manipulation environ- 
ment shown in Figure 7A for remotely controlling 
the television terminal of the network control sys- 
tem according to the first example of the present 
invention; 



Figure 1 1 is a diagram showing manipulation infor- 
mation for establishing the manipulation environ- 
ment shown in Figure 7C for remotely controlling 



Figure 10 is a diagram showing manipulation infor- 
so mation for establishing the manipulation environ- 
ment shown in Figure 7B for remotely controlling 
the video terminal of the network control system 
according to the first example of the present inven- 
tion; 
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the image receiver terminal in the network control 
system according to the first example of the present 
invention; 

Figure 1 2 is a flow diagram showing processes per- s 
formed by the control terminal of the network con- 
trol system according to the first example of the 
present invention; 

Figure 13 is a schematic diagram showing a net- io 
work control system according to a second exam- 
ple of the present invention; 

Figure 14 is a view showing a manipulation environ- 
ment for remotely controlling a car navigation sys- is 
tern established on the control terminal according to 
the second example of the present invention; 

Figure 15 is a diagram showing a manipulation 
information for establishing the manipulation envi- 20 
ronment shown in Figure 1 4 for remotely controlling 
the car navigation system in the network control 
system according to the second example of the 
present invention; 

25 

Figure 16 is a view showing a plurality of display 
screens according to the second example of the 
present invention; 

Figure 1 7 is a view showing a plurality of display 30 
screens in the conventional system; 

Figure 18 is a block diagram schematically showing 
a network control system according to a third exam- 
ple of the present invention; 35 

Figure 1 9 is a table showing function information 
which is exchanged among the network terminals 
according to the third example of the present inven- 
tion; 40 

Figure 20 is a block diagram schematically showing 
a network control system according to a fourth 
example of the present invention; 

45 

Figures 21 A through 21 C are views showing dis- 
play screens according to the fourth example of the 
present invention, respectively; 

Figure 22 is a table showing function information so 
which is exchanged among the network terminals 
according to the fourth example of the present 
invention; 

Figure 23 is a diagram showing manipulation infor- 55 
mation for establishing a manipulation environment 
shown in Figure 21 A for remotely controlling a 
video player of the network control system accord- 



ing to the fourth example of the present invention; 

Figure 24 is a diagram showing the manipulation 
information for establishing the manipulation envi- 
ronment shown in Figure 21 B for remotely control- 
ling the video player of the network control system 
according to the fourth example of the present 
invention; 

Figure 25 is a diagram showing the manipulation 
information for establishing the manipulation envi- 
ronment for remotely controlling a car navigation 
system of the network control system according to 
the fourth example of the present invention; and 

Figure 26 is a diagram showing the manipulation 
information for establishing the manipulation envi- 
ronment shown in Figure 21 C for remotely control- 
ling the car navigation system of the network 
control system according to the fourth example of 
the present invention. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODI- 
MENTS 

Hereinafter, the present invention will be described 
by way of illustrative examples with reference to the 
accompanying drawings. 

(Example 1 ) 

Hereinafter, a network control system 400 including 
a control terminal 41 and a network terminal 43 accord- 
ing to a first example of the present invention will be 
described. 

Figure 4A is a block diagram schematically showing 
the network control system 400 according to the first 
example of the present invention. Figure 5 is a block dia- 
gram showing an exemplary application of the network 
control system 400 according to the first example of the 
present invention. 

Referring to Figure 4A, the network control system 
400 includes the control terminal 41, the network termi- 
nal 43 and a network 42. The network 42 provides con- 
nections between the control terminal 41 and a 
respective one of a television terminal 43-1 (Figure 5), a 
video terminal 43-2 (Figure 5) and an image receiver 
terminal (Set Top Box) 43-3 (Figure 5). The television 
terminal 43-1, the video terminal 43-2 and the image 
receiver terminal 43-3 are network terminals 43 which 
are remotely controlled by one control terminal 41 . The 
network terminal 43 shown in Figure 4A may be any 
one of the television terminal 43-1 , the video terminal 
43-2 or the image receiver terminal 43-3. In the figure, 
only common components of the network terminals 43 
are shown. 

Referring to Figure 5, the network 42 providing con- 
nections between the control terminal 41 and respective 
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one of the television terminal 43-1 , the video terminal 
43-2 and the image receiver terminal 43-3 is shown. 

Returning to Figure 4A, the control terminal 41 
includes a display device 411, an information memory 
device 412, a selection device 41 3, a central processing 
unit (hereinafter, simply referred to as a "CPU") 414 and 
a two-way communication device 41 5. The network ter- 
minal 43 includes a two-way communication device 
431 , an information memory device 432, a CPU 433 
and a network terminal controller 434. 

The network 42 is an infrared network which ena- 
bles two-way communication between the control termi- 
nal 41 and the network terminal 43. 

Figure 6 is a plan view showing the appearance of 
the control terminal 41 . Referring to Figure 6, the control 
terminal 41 has a power button 62, a menu button 63, a 
display panel 64 of the display device 41 1 , variable but- 
tons 65, 66. 67 and 68. a jog dial 69, a select button 
610, a cancel button 611 and a cross-shaped button 
612. The above-described buttons are included in the 
selection device 41 3. 

The power button 62 performs a same operation to 
each of the network terminals 43-1 , 43-2 and 43-3, and 
turns the network terminals 43 on and off. 

The menu button 63 performs a same operation to 
each of the network terminals 43-1 . 43-2 and 43-3. and 
is used to call a menu for each of the network terminals 
43. 

The variable buttons 65. 66. 67 and 68 are 
assigned with functions unique to each of the network 
terminals 43-1, 43-2 and 43-3, for remotely controlling 
the network terminals 43-1, 43-2 and 43-3. The func- 
tions of the variable buttons 65, 66. 67 and 68 are dis- 
played on the display panel 64. tn other words, the 
display panel 64 displays icons and text corresponding 
to the variable buttons 65. 66. 67 and 68, thereby repre- 
senting the functions unique to the network terminals 
43-1,43-2 and 43-3. 

The jog dial 69 is used for selecting the network ter- 
minal 43-1 , 43-2 or 43-3 which is to be remotely control- 
led. By rotating the jog dial 69, the network terminal 43- 
1 , 43-2 or 43-3 can be switched from one to another. 

The select button 610 and the cancel button 611 
perform same operations to the network terminals 43-1 . 
43-2 and 43-3. The select button 610 and the cancel 
button 61 1 are used to select menu displayed on a dis- 
play panel of the network terminal 43-1 , 43-2 or 43-3, or 
to cancel the selected menu. 

The cross-shaped button 612 performs the same 
operation to the network terminals 43-1 . 43-2 and 43-3. 
The cross-shaped button 612 is used to move a cursor 
on the menu displayed on the display panel of the net- 
work terminal 43-1 . 43-2 or 43-3. 

The power button 62. the menu button 63, the 
select button 610, the cancel button 611 and the cross- 
shaped button 612 perform the same operations to the 
network terminals 43-1, 43-2 and 43-3. Since each of 
these buttons has a fixed position and a fixed function, a 



user can easily manipulate the control terminal 41 . 

Figures 7A. 7B and 7C are plan views showing the 
manipulation environments of the control terminal 41 for 
the television terminal 43-1, the video terminal 43-2 and 

5 the image receiver terminal 43-3, respectively. 

Figure 7A shows the manipulation environment of 
the control terminal 41 for the television terminal 43-1. 
Referring to Figure 7A. text TV" appears on the upper 
left corner of the display panel 64. indicating that the tel- 

io evision terminal 43-1 is selected. Only the power button 
62 is validated as a common operation button. The var- 
iable buttons 65, 66, 67 and 68 are assigned with the 
commands "channel up", "channel down", "volume up" 
and "volume down", respectively. Icons indicating the 

is respective functions are displayed on the display panel 
64 so as to correspond to the variable buttons 65, 66, 67 
and 68, respectively. 

Figure 7B shows the manipulation environment of 
the control terminal 41 for the video terminal 43-2. 

20 Referring to Figure 7B, text "VTR" appears on the upper 
left corner of the display panel 64, indicating that the 
video terminal 43-2 is selected. Only the power button 
62 is validated as a common operation button. The var- 
iable buttons 65, 66, 67 and 68 are assigned with the 

25 commands "rewind", "play", "stop" and "fast forward", 
respectively. Icons indicating the respective functions 
are displayed on the display panel 64 so as to corre- 
spond to the variable buttons 65, 66, 67 and 68, respec- 
tively. 

30 Figure 7C shows the manipulation environment of 
the control terminal 41 for the image receiver terminal 
43-3. Referring to Figure 7C, text "STB" appears on the 
upper left corner of the display panel 64, indicating that 
the image receiver terminal 43-3 is selected. The power 

35 button 62, the menu button 63, the select button 610, 
the cancel button 611 and the cross-shaped button 612 
are validated as common operation buttons. The two 
variable buttons 65 and 66 are assigned with the com- 
mands "channel up" and "channel down", respectively. 

40 Icons indicating the respective functions are displayed 
on the display panel 64 so as to correspond to the vari- 
able buttons 65 and 66, respectively. 

In the above-described manipulation environments, 
text indicating the selected network terminal 43 to be 

45 controlled is always displayed on the upper left corner of 
the display panel 64. Therefore, the user can see which 
network terminal 43 is presently selected. By rotating 
the jog dial 69, the network terminal 43 to be controlled 
can be switched among the television terminal 43-1 , the 

so video terminal 43-2 and the image receiver terminal 43- 
3, whereby the manipulation environment correspond- 
ing to the selected network terminal 43 is switched as 
well. 

In order to set the above-described manipulation 
55 environments in the control terminal 41 to remotely con- 
trol the network terminal 43, the manipulation environ- 
ment for each network terminal 43 needs to be 
registered in the control terminal 41 in advance. When 
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the network terminal 43 is connected to the network 42, 
e.g., the infrared network, manipulation information 
defining a manipulation environment is transmitted from 
the network terminal 43 to the control terminal 41, 
thereby registering the manipulation environment for 
remotely controlling the network terminal 43. 

Hereinafter, a process for registering the manipula- 
tion environment for remotely controlling the network 
terminal 43 will be described in detail. 

Figure 4B is a schematic sequence chart showing a 
communication protocol of the network control system 
400 according to the first example of the present inven- 
tion. 

The control terminal 41 periodically transmits a poll- 
ing signal to each of the network terminals 43 via the 
infrared network 42 in a manner represented by the 
sequence chart shown in Figure 4B. 

Specifically, the CPU 414 of the control terminal 41 
periodically transmits the polling signal to the infrared 
network 42 via the two-way communication device 415. 

Each of the network terminals 43 receives the poll- 
ing signal via the two-way communication device 431 
and inputs the polling signal to the CPU 433. Upon 
receiving the polling signal, the CPU 433 of the network 
terminals 43 generates a response signal including an 
identification number of the corresponding network ter- 
minal 43, thereby transmitting the response signal to the 
infrared network 42. 

In the above-described manner, the response sig- 
nals corresponding to the network terminals 43 are 
transmitted to the control terminal 41 . Each of the net- 
work terminals 43 has a predetermined response delay 
time. The response signal is transmitted from each net- 
work terminal 43 with the respective predetermined 
response delay time after receiving the polling signals. 
Accordingly, competition between the response signals 
corresponding to each network terminals 43 rs pre- 
vented. 

The two-way communication device 41 5 of the con- 
trol terminal 41 sequentially receives the response sig- 
nal from each of the network terminals 43 and 
sequentially inputs the response signal to the CPU 414. 
The CPU 414 recognizes each identification number 
included in the response signals and stores the identifi- 
cation number in the information memory device 41 2. 
The CPU 414 collates the identification numbers with 
the identification numbers previously stored in the infor- 
mation memory device 412. Accordingly, the network 
terminal 43 which is to be newly registered is recog- 
nized by the control terminal 41 , and the identification 
number for the network terminal 43 to be newly regis- 
tered is stored in the control terminal 41 . 

Hereinafter, an exemplary case will be described 
where the identification numbers of the video terminal 
43-2 and the image receiver terminal 43-3 are already 
stored in the control terminal 41 and the identification 
number of the television terminal 43-1 is to be newly 
registered in the control terminal 41 . 



Since the identification numbers of the video termi- 
nal 43-2 and the image receiver terminal 43-3 are 
already stored in the control terminal 41 at this point, the 
manipulation environments for remotely controlling the 

5 video terminal 43-2 and the image receiver terminal 43- 
3 are already registered in the control terminal 41 . On 
the other hand, the manipulation environment for 
remotely controlling the television terminal 43-1 has not 
yet been registered in the control terminal 41 . 

w The manipulation environment for remotely control- 
ling the television terminal 43-1 is registered as follows. 

The CPU 414 of the control terminal 41 generates 
signals requesting manipulation information including 
the identification number of the television terminal 43-1 , 

15 and transmits the manipulation information requesting 
signals to the television terminal 43-1 via the two-way 
communication device 41 5. 

The manipulation information requesting signals 
are input to the CPU 433 of the television terminal 43-1 , 

20 whereby the CPU 433 confirms the identification 
number of the television terminal 43-1 and outputs an 
instruction to the information memory device 432 to out- 
put the manipulation information. In response to this, 
the information memory device 432 outputs previously 

25 stored manipulation information to the CPU 433. The 
CPU 433 transmits the manipulation information to the 
control terminal 41 together with the identification 
number of the television terminal 43-1 via the two-way 
communication device 431 . 

30 The manipulation information from the television 
terminal 43-1 is input to the CPU 414 of the control ter- 
minal 41 via the two-way communication device 415, 
whereby the CPU 414 confirms the identification 
number of the television terminal 43-1 and stores the 

35 manipulation information in the information memory 
device 412. Since the manipulation information repre- 
sents the manipulation environment for remotely con- 
trolling the television terminal 43-1, the manipulation 
environment is registered in the control terminal 41 at 

40 this point. Once the manipulation environment of the tel- 
evision terminal 43-1 is registered in the control terminal 
41, the control terminal 41 no longer requests manipu- 
lation information to be output from the television termi- 
nal 43-1. 

45 The CPU 41 4 fetches the appropriate manipulation 
environment from the information memory device 41 2, 
thereby analyzing the manipulation information. The 
manipulation information is analyzed for preparing the 
manipulation environment for remotely controlling the 

so network terminal 43. 

The CPU 414 instructs the display device 411 to 
output the display information, whereby a predeter- 
mined display of the manipulation environment is dis- 
played on the display panel 64. The predetermined 

55 buttons of the control terminal 41 are validated to act as 
manipulation buttons. 

For example, in the case of the manipulation envi- 
ronment for remotely controlling the television terminal 



8 



15 



EP 0 883 320 A2 



16 



43-1 shown in Figure 7A, text "TV" is displayed on the 
display panel 64, the power button 62 and the variable 
buttons 65, 66, 67 and 68 are validated, and icons rep- 
resenting the functions are displayed on the display 
panel 64. The manipulation environment for remotely 
controlling the television terminal 43-1 is thus formed. 

After each of the manipulation environments for 
remotely controlling the network terminals 43 has been 
registered into the control terminal 41, the network ter- 
minals 43-1 , 43-2 and 43-3 can be selected by rotating 
the jog dial 69 so as to be remotely controlled by the 
control terminal 41 . 

When, for example, the television terminal 43-1 is 
selected by manipulating the jog dial 69, the CPU 414 
fetches the manipulation information of the television 
terminal 43-1 from the information memory device 41 2, 
thereby analyzing the manipulation information and 
establishing the manipulation environment for the televi- 
sion terminal 43-1 . 

In this state, when the user presses a button of the 
selection device 41 3, the selection device 41 3 outputs a 
manipulation requesting signal corresponding to the 
pressed button to the CPU 41 4. The CPU 41 4 transmits 
the manipulation requesting signal to the network 42 
together with the identification number of the television 
terminal 43-1 via the two-way communication device 
415. 

The television terminal 43-1 receives the manipula- 
tion requesting signal and the identification number via 
the two-way communication device 431 . The signal is 
then input to the CPU 433. The CPU 433 confirms that 
the identification number is that of the television termi- 
nal 43-1 , and then outputs the manipulation requesting 
signal to the network terminal controller 434. The net- 
work terminal controller 434 performs an operation rep- 
resented by the manipulation requesting signal. 

As a result, a predetermined operation of the televi- 
sion terminal 43-1 which is requested by manipulating 
the button of the control terminal 41 is performed. 

Hereinafter, a specific format of the manipulation 
information, a process of analyzing the manipulation 
information by the CPU 414 and a specific format of the 
manipulation requesting signal will be described. 

As previously described, the manipulation informa- 
tion according to the conventional network control sys- 
tem 100 consists of sets of a command and an icon, in 
this case, the manipulation buttons which perform the 
same operations to all of the network terminals are not 
always arranged in the same way for all of the network 
terminals. Moreover, even when frequently used icon 
and text such as "channel up", "channel down", "volume 
up" and "volume down" are used, the same icon and 
text need to be transmitted a great number of times, 
thereby rendering the system ineffective. In addition, 
even for the same icon and text such as "channel up", 
"channel down", "volume up" and "volume down", the 
shapes of the icons may be different among different 
network terminals, thereby confusing the user. 



In order to overcome the above-described prob- 
lems, the manipulation environment of the control termi- 
nal 41 according to the first example of the present 
invention includes a plurality of manipulation compo- 

5 nents which are defined of their types in advance. The 
manipulation information transmitted from the network 
terminal 43 to the control terminal 41 has identification 
numbers for identifying numbers for identifying the 
manipulation components, types of the manipulation 

io components and additional information. 

Hereinafter, the types of the manipulation compo- 
nents according to the first example of the present 
invention will be described. The types of the manipula- 
tion components represent basic types of the manipula- 

rs tion components. All of the manipulation buttons and 
display contents belong to one type of a manipulation 
component. 

Figure 8 is a data table 81 showing the types of the 
manipulation components according to the first example 
20 of the present invention. 

Wrth reference to Figure 8, a manipulation compo- 
nent of a type "Button group" is a group of a plurality of 
lower order manipulation components. As additional 
information, the "Button group" has text and icons, and 
25 identification numbers of the manipulation components 
belonging to the group. The identification numbers of 
the manipulation components are used for identifying 
the manipulation components and are assigned to all of 
the manipulation components. 
30 A manipulation component of a type "Power button" 
is the power button 62, having no additional information. 

A manipulation component of a type "parameter 
button" is a set of variable buttons 65 and 66 or a set of 
variable buttons 67 and 68, having text and/or icon as 
35 additional information. 

A manipulation component of a type "Menu button" 
is the menu button 63, having no additional information. 

Each of manipulation components of a type "Simple 
button" is the variable button 65, 66, 67 or 68 assigned 
40 with a corresponding function. The "Simple button" has 
text and/or icon representing the corresponding function 
as additional information. 

A manipulation component of a type "Select button" 
is the select button 610, having no additional informa- 
45 tion. 

A manipulation component of a type "Cancel" only 
applies to the cancel button 61 1 , having no additional 
information. 

A manipulation component of a type "Movement 
so button" is the cross-shaped button 61 2, having no addi- 
tional information. 

The manipulation information accorcfing to the first 
example of the present invention which is transmitted 
from the network terminal 43 to the control terminal 41 
55 includes at least a part of the information shown in Fig- 
ure 8. The control terminal 41 has data and program for 
decrypting the manipulation information including the 
identification numbers, the manipulation component 



9 



BNSDOCID; <EP 08B332OA2 I > 



17 



EP 0 883 320 A2 



18 



types and the additional information. By decrypting the 
manipulation information transmitted from the network 
terminal 43, the manipulation environment for remotely 
controlling the network terminal 43 is established on the 
control terminal 41 . 

In the conventional network control system 100, 
icons for every button need to be transmitted to the con- 
trol terminal. 

According to the first example of the present inven- 
tion, however, the amount of information to be transmit- 
ted is reduced since there are manipulation 
components with no additional information. Further- 
more, each of manipulation components which is com- 
mon to the plurality of network terminals 43 is already 
defined and assigned to one manipulation button of the 
control terminal 41 . Therefore, a manipulation environ- 
ment which may be comfortably manipulated by the 
user is realized. 

For example, in the case of the power button 62, 
there is no need to transmit an icon thereof as manipu- 
lation information since the power button 62 is fixedly 
prepared on the control terminal 41 . Moreover, since the 
power button 62 is commonly used among the plurality 
of network terminals 43, it is easy for the user to manip- 
ulate the control terminal 41 . 

Hereinafter, the content of the manipulation infor- 
mation transmitted from each of the television terminal 
43-1, the video terminal 43-2 and the image receiver 
terminal 43-3 in order to establish the manipulation 
environment shown in Figures 7A, 7B and 7C will be 
described. 

Figure 9 is a diagram showing the manipulation 
information 92 for establishing the manipulation envi- 
ronment shown in Figure 7A for remotely controlling the 
television terminal 43-1 of the network control system 
400 according to the first example of the present inven- 
tion. Figure 9 further shows the manipulation compo- 
nents 91 represented by the manipulation information 
92 

In the manipulation information 92, the manipula- 
tion component type "Button group" given an identifica- 
tion number 1 is a main button group of the television 
terminal 43-1 . The "Button group" includes text "TV" as 
additional information which is displayed on the upper 
left corner of the display panel 64 of the display device 
411. The "Button group" further includes, as the addi- 
tional information, identification numbers 2, 3 and 4 cor- 
responding to the lower order manipulation components 
belonging to the group. 

The manipulation component type "Power button" 
given the identification number 2 represents the power 
button 62, and includes no additional information. 

The manipulation component type "Parameter but- 
ton" given the identification number 3 represents but- 
tons for instructing "channel up" and "channel down". 
The "Parameter button" includes text "CH" as the addi- 
tional information. An upwardly pointing arrow icon and 
a downwardly pointing arrow icon are registered in the 



control terminal 41 in advance as additional information 
of the "Parameter Button". The upwardly pointing arrow 
icon and the downwardly pointing arrow icon are dis- 
played with the text "CH" as shown in Figure 7A. The 

5 variable buttons 65 and 66 below the icons are used for 
instructing "channel up" and "channel down". 

The manipulation component type "Parameter but- 
ton" given the identification number 4 represents but- 
tons for instructing "volume up" and "volume down". The 

10 "Parameter button" includes text "VOLUME" as the 
additional information. An upwardly pointing arrow icon 
and a downwardly pointing arrow icon are registered in 
the control terminal 41 in advance as additional informa- 
tion of the "Parameter Button". The upwardly pointing 

15 arrow icon and the downwardly pointing arrow icon are 
displayed with the text "VOLUME" as shown in Figure 
7A. The variable buttons 67 and 68 below the icons are 
used for instructing "volume up" and "volume down". 
Figure 10 is a diagram showing the manipulation 

20 information 1 02 for establishing the manipulation envi- 
ronment shown in Figure 7B for remotely controlling the 
video terminal 43-2 of the network control system 400 
according to the first example of the present invention. 
Figure 1 0 further shows the manipulation components 

25 1 01 represented by the manipulation information 1 02. 

In the manipulation information 102. the manipula- 
tion component type "Button group" given an identifica- 
tion number 1 is a main button group of the video 
terminal 43-2. The "Button group" includes text "VTR" 

30 as additional information which is displayed on the 
upper left corner of the display panel 64 of the display 
device 41 1 . The "Button group" further includes, as the 
additional information, identification numbers 2 and 3 
corresponding to the lower order manipulation compo- 

35 nents belonging to the group. 

The manipulation component type "Power button" 
given the identification number 2 represents the power 
button 62, and includes no additional information. 

The manipulation component type "Button group" 

40 given the identification number 3 is a group of lower 
order manipulation components for controlling the video 
terminal 43-2. The "Button group" further includes iden- 
tification numbers 4, 5, 6 and 7 corresponding to the 
lower order manipulation components belonging to the 

45 group. 

The manipulation component type "Simple button" 
given the identification number 4 represents a button for 
instructing "rewind" and includes an icon representing 
"rewind". The icon is displayed on the display panel 64 
so as shown in Figure 7B. The variable button 65 below the 
icon is used for instructing "rewind". 

Similarly, the manipulation component types "Sim- 
ple button" given the identification numbers 5, 6 and 7 
represent buttons for instructing "play", "stop" and "fast 
55 forward", respectively, and includes icons representing 
"play", "stop" and "fast forward", respectively. The icons 
are displayed on the display panel 64 as shown in Fig- 
ure 7B. The variable buttons 66, 67 and 68 below the 



10 



Okierwin. ,co rva a rx too a r> i -, 



19 



EP 0 883 320 A2 



20 



icons are used for instructing "play", "stop" and "fast for- 
ward", respectively. 

Since the manipulation components given the iden- 
tification numbers 4, 5, 6 and 7 belong to the higher 
order manipulation component type given the identifica- 
tion number 3, they are treated as a group in the manip- 
ulation environment 102. Accordingly, even when the 
control terminal 41 has more than four variable buttons, 
the manipulation components given the identification 
numbers 4, 5, 6 and 7 are treated as one group and are 
sequentially and collectively assigned to the plurality of 
variable buttons so that the manipulation components 
are arranged close to each other. 

Figure 11 is a diagram showing the manipulation 
information 1 1 02 for establishing the manipulation envi- 
ronment shown in Figure 7C for remotely controlling the 
image receiver terminal 43-3 in the network control sys- 
tem 400 according to the first example of the present 
invention. Figure 11 further shows the manipulation 
components 1101 represented by the manipulation 
information 1102. 

In the manipulation information 1 102, the manipula- 
tion component type "Button group" given an identifica- 
tion number 1 is a main button group of the image 
receiver terminal 43-3. The "Button group" includes text 
"STB" as additional information which is displayed on 
the upper left corner of the display panel 64 of the dis- 
play device 41 1 . The "Button group" further includes, as 
the additional information, identification numbers 2, 3, 4, 
5, 6 and 7 corresponding to the lower order manipula- 
tion components belonging to the group. 

The manipulation component type "Power button" 
given the identification number 2 represents the power 
button 62, and includes no additional information. 

The manipulation component type "Parameter but- 
ton" given the identification number 3 represents the 
menu button 63. 

The manipulation component type "Parameter but- 
ton" given the identification number 4 represents but- 
tons for instructing "channel up" and "channel down". 
The "Parameter button" includes text "CH" as additional 
information. An upwardly pointing arrow icon and a 
downwardly pointing arrow icon are registered in the 
control terminal 41 in advance as additional information 
of the "Parameter Button". The upwardly pointing arrow 
icon and the downwardly pointing arrow icon are dis- 
played with the text "CH" as shown in Figure 7C. The 
variable buttons 65 and 66 below the icons are used for 
instructing "channel up" and "channel down". 

The manipulation component type "Select" given 
the identification number 5 represents the select button 
610. 

The manipulation component type "Cancel" given 
the identification number 6 represents the cancel button 
611. 

The manipulation component type "Movement but- 
ton" given the identification number 7 represents the 
cross-shaped button 612. 



The above-described manipulation information is 
transmitted from each of the network terminals 43 to the 
control terminal 41 . Based on this manipulation informa- 
tion, the manipulation environments tor remotely con- 

5 trolling the network terminals are registered in the 
control terminal 41 . 

Hereinafter, analysis of the manipulation informa- 
tion performed by the control terminal 41 will be 
described with reference to Figure 12. 

10 Figure 12 is a flow diagram showing operations per- 
formed by the control terminal 41 of the network control 
system 400 according to the first example of the present 
invention. 

Once the CPU 414 of the control terminal 41 

is receives the manipulation information from the network 
terminal 43, the CPU 414 starts analyzing the manipu- 
lation information (Step 1201). The CPU 414 selects 
and analyzes a manipulation component corresponding 
to the main button group from the manipulation informa- 

20 tion, thereby reading and displaying an icon and/or text 
of the manipulation component on the upper left corner 
of the display panel 64 (Step 1202). Thereafter, when 
the manipulation information still includes an unproc- 
essed manipulation component (Step 1203, YES), the 

25 CPU 414 analyzes the unprocessed manipulation com- 
ponent (Step 1204) and assigns this manipulation com- 
ponent to the control terminal 41 (Step 1205). Then, the 
CPU 414 confirms whether or not the manipulation 
information includes an unprocessed manipulation 

30 component (Step 1206). When the manipulation infor- 
mation includes an unprocessed manipulation compo- 
nent (Step 1206, YES), the process returns to Step 
1204. When the manipulation information does not 
include an unprocessed manipulation component (Step 

35 1206, NO), analysis of the manipulation information is 
completed. 

For example, when the control terminal 41 receives 
the manipulation information for establishing the manip- 
ulation environment of the television terminal 43-1 

40 shown in Figure 9, the manipulation information is ana- 
lyzed according to the following steps. 

The text TV" is read from the additional information 
of the manipulation component type corresponding to 
the main button group given the identification number 1 , 

45 and is displayed on the upper left corner of the display 
panel 64. 

The identification numbers 2, 3 and 4 are read from 
the additional information of the manipulation compo- 
nent of the identification number 1 , and the manipula- 

so tion components given the identification numbers 2, 3 
and 4 are analyzed. 

The manipulation component type of the identifica- 
tion number 2 is the power button 62. Thus the power 
button 62 of the control terminal 41 is validated. 

55 The manipulation component type of the identifica- 
tion number 3 is "Parameter button". Thus, text "CH" is 
read from the additional information of the manipulation 
component. The text "CH" is combined with the 
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upwardly pointing arrow icon and the downwardly point- 
ing arrow icon which are registered in the control termi- 
nal 41 in advance, so as to be displayed on the display 
panel 64. The icons are sequentially displayed from the 
left hand side of the display panel so that "channel up" 5 
and "channel down" are sequentially assigned to the 
leftmost variable button 65 and the adjacent variable 
button 66. 

The manipulation component type of the identifica- 
tion number 4 is "Parameter button". Thus, text "VOL- 10 
UME" is read from the additional information of the 
manipulation component. The text "VOLUME" is com- 
bined with the upwardly pointing arrow icon and the 
downwardly pointing arrow icon which are registered in 
the control terminal 41 in advance, so as to be displayed is 
on the display panel 64. The icons are sequentially dis- 
played on the right side of the already displayed icons 
so that "volume up" and "volume down" are sequentially 
assigned to the variable buttons 67 and 68. 

Once all of the manipulation components included so 
in the manipulation information are analyzed, the 
manipulation environment for remotely controlling the 
television terminal 43-1 is established on the control ter- 
minal 41 . In a similar manner, the manipulation environ- 
ments for remotely controlling the video terminal 43-2 25 
and the image receiver terminal 43-3 may be estab- 
lished. 

Hereinafter, a process for remotely controlling the 
network terminal 43 by the control terminal 41 wilt be 
described. 30 

First, a manipulation requesting signal is transmit- 
ted from the control terminal 41 to the network terminal 
43 which is to be remotely controlled. The manipulation 
requesting signal includes identification numbers and 
several additional information. For example, when a 35 
command indicating "power on" is to be transmitted to 
the television terminal 43-1 , a manipulation requesting 
signal including the identification number of the televi- 
sion terminal 43-1 and the identification number 2 corre- 
sponding to the power button 62 is transmitted to the 40 
television terminal 43-1 . In the case of the power button 
62, no additional information is included in the manipu- 
lation requesting signal. 

The additional information of the manipulation 
requesting signal is generated only for manipulation 45 
component types "Parameter button" and "Movement 
button". The additional information is used for specifying 
the selected manipulation component. 

When the user presses the variable button 65 for 
commanding "channel up" to the television terminal 43- so 
1 , the control terminal 41 transmits additional informa- 
tion "up" which is given the identification number 3. 
When the television terminal 43-1 receives the addi- 
tional information "up" with the identification number 3. 
channel up operation is performed. 55 

Moreover, when the user who is remotely control- 
ling the image receiver terminal 43-3 selects a left direc- 
tion on the cross-shaped button 612, the control 
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terminal 41 transmits the identification number 7 and 
additional information "Left" to the image receiver termi- 
nal 43-3. When the image receiver terminal 43-3 
receives the identification number 7 and the additional 
information "Left", an operation selected by moving the 
cursor to the left direction by the cross-shaped button 
612 is performed. 

The effect of the above-described network control 
system 400 according to the first example of the present 
invention can be summarized as follows. 

According to the conventional network control sys- 
tem 100, in order to remotely control the network termi- 
nal, icons for all of the manipulation buttons need to be 
transmitted from the network terminal to the control ter- 
minal. 

On the other hand, according to the first example of 
the present invention, for some of the manipulation 
components, only the types of the manipulation compo- 
nents need to be transmitted instead of the manipula- 
tion components. For those manipulation components, 
it is not necessary to transmit icons corresponding 
thereto, thereby reducing the amount of the manipula- 
tion information to be transmitted. 

For example, in the conventional network control 
system 100, when one manipulation button corre- 
sponds to bit map of 16 x 16 monochromatic icon, a 
total of 256 bits needs to be transmitted. In the case 
where only the types of the manipulation components 
are to be transmitted to the control terminal 41 as in the 
network control system 400 according to the first exam- 
ple of the present invention, even if there is 256 manip- 
ulation components to be transmitted, only an 8 bit 
signal needs to be transmitted for one manipulation but- 
ton. Thus, the amount of manipulation information is 
reduced. 

Since some of the manipulation components are 
fixedly set in the control terminal 41 , usability of the con- 
trol terminal 41 for the user is enhanced. For example, 
the power button 62 which performs a same operation 
to each network terminal 43 is provided on the control 
terminal 41 . Therefore, the user can use only one power 
button 62 to turn on or turn off the power of any of the 
network terminals 43. Alternatively, a manipulation but- 
ton with its corresponding icon may be used instead of 
the power button 62. 

Moreover, the manipulation information is transmit- 
ted from the network terminal 43 to the control terminal 
41, so that the manipulation information is analyzed by 
the control terminal 41, whereby the user is provided 
with the manipulation environment. Therefore, even 
when a new network terminal 43 is connected to the 
network 42, a manipulation environment tor remotely 
controlling the new network terminal 43 is automatically 
established on the control terminal 41. Furthermore, 
since the control terminal 41 includes part of manipula- 
tion components for each of the manipulation compo- 
nent types in advance, the amount of the manipulation 
information transmitted from the network terminal 43 is 
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reduced. 

According to the first example of the present inven- 
tion, the television terminal 43-1, the video terminal 43- 
2 and the image receiver terminal 43-3 are illustrated as 
the network terminals 43. The present invention, how- s 
ever, is applicable to other types of network terminals. 

According to the first example of the present inven- 
tion, a radio infrared network is used as the network 42. 
The present invention, however, is equally applicable 
when a cable network is used. 10 

Furthermore, according to the first example of the 
present invention, the control terminal 41 performs poll- 
ing so as to confirm whether or not there is a new net- 
work terminal 43. When there is a new network terminal 
43, the control terminal 41 requests manipulation infor- 15 
mation to be transmitted from the new network terminal 
41 , so as to download the manipulation information of 
the new network terminal 41. The present invention, 
however, is not limited thereto, and the manipulation 
information may be downloaded according to any kind 20 
of method. For example, the manipulation information 
may be spontaneously transmitted from the network ter- 
minal 43 to the control terminal 41 when the power of 
the network terminal 43 is turned on, or when the net- 
work terminal 43 connects to the network 42. 25 

According to the first example of the present inven- 
tion, buttons are used as manipulation elements. The 
present invention, however, is not limited thereto, and is 
equally applicable when other elements (e.g., speech 
recognition elements or voice guiding elements) are 30 
used for manipulation. 

(Example 2) 

Hereinafter, a network control system 1300 includ- 35 
ing a control terminal 1301 and a network terminal 1303 
according to a second example of the present invention 
will be described. 

Figure 1 3 is a schematic diagram showing the net- 
work control system 1300 according to the second 40 
example of the present invention. The network control 
system 1300 includes the control terminal 1301, a net- 
work 1302 and a car navigation system as the network 
terminal 1303. 

According to the second example of the present 45 
invention, the network 1302 is a cable network The 
control terminal 1301 remotely controls the car naviga- 
tion system 1303 via the cable network 1302. 

The control terminal 1301 and the car navigation 
system 1 303 function in substantially the same manner so 
as the control terminal 41 and the network terminal 43 
shown in Figure 4A. 

The manner of downloading manipulation informa- 
tion, structure of the manipulation information and the 
manner of transmitting the manipulation requesting sig- 55 
nal are basically the same as those according to the first 
example of the present invention. 

Specifically, manipulation information is down- 



loaded from the car navigation system 1 303 to the con- 
trol terminal 1301 so that a manipulation environment 
for remotely controlling the car navigation system 1303 
is established in the control terminal 1 301 . 

According to the second example, the manipulation 
information is downloaded when the car navigation sys- 
tem 1303 connects to the network 1302. In other words, 
manipulation information is transmitted from the car 
navigation system 1303 to the control terminal 1301 
when the car navigation system 1 303 connects to the 
network 1302 as a new network terminal. 

Figure 14 is a plan view showing the manipulation 
environment for remotely controlling the car navigation 
system 1 303 established on the control terminal 1301. 

A display screen 1401 is displayed on the display 
panel 64 of the display device 41 1 of the control termi- 
nal 1301. The display screen 1401 represents the 
manipulation environment for remotely controlling the 
car navigation system 1303, including a "Zoom in" 
(enlargement) button 1411, a Zoom out" (contraction) 
button 1412, a position button 1413 for displaying the 
present position and a cross-shaped button 1414 for 
moving a cursor. 

The "Zoom in" button 1411 , the "Zoom out" button 
1412, the "position" button 1413 and the cross-shaped 
button 1414 (including left, right, up and down buttons) 
are displayed on the display panel 64 of the display 
device 411 of the control terminal 1301. The display 
panel 64 is a touch panel display. When the user 
touches one of these manipulation buttons, a manipula- 
tion requesting signal corresponding to the touched but- 
ton is transmitted from the control terminal 1 301 to the 
car navigation system 1 303. In response to this manip- 
ulation requesting signal, the car navigation system 
1303 performs an operation corresponding to the trans- 
mitted manipulation requesting signal. 

Rgure 15 is a diagram showing the manipulation 
information 1502 for establishing the manipulation envi- 
ronment shown in Figure 14 for remotely controlling the 
car navigation system 1 303 in the network control sys- 
tem 1300 according to the second example of the 
present invention. Rgure 1 5 further shows the manipu- 
lation components 1 501 represented by the manipula- 
tion information 1 502. 

In the manipulation information 1 502, the manipula- 
tion component type "Button group" given an identifica- 
tion number 1 is a main button group of the car 
navigation system 1303. The "Button group" includes 
text "Car navigation" as additional information which is 
used as information for the user to read. The "Button 
group" further includes, as the additional information, 
the identification numbers 2. 3 and 6 corresponding to 
the lower order manipulation components belonging to 
the group. 

The manipulation component type "Simple button" 
given the identification number 2 represents the "Posi- 
tion" button 1413 and has text "Position" as additional 
information. 
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The manipulation component type "Button group" 
given the identification number 3 represents the "Zoom 
in" button 1411 and the "Zoom out" button 1412, and 
has text "Zoom" as additional information. The "Button 
group" further includes identification numbers 4 and 5. 

The manipulation component type "Simple button" 
given the identification numbers 4 and 5 represent the 
"Zoom in" button 1411 and the "Zoom out" button 1412, 
respectively. Each of the "Simple button" has text "Zoom 
in" and "Zoom out", respectively. 

The manipulation component type "Movement but- 
ton" given the identification number 6 represents the 
cross-shaped button 1414. 

The above-described manipulation information 
1 502 is transmitted from the car navigation system 1 303 
to the control terminal 1301 . Based on this manipulation 
information 1502, the manipulation environment for 
remotely controlling the car navigation system 1303 is 
registered in the control terminal 1301. 

According to the second example of the present 
invention, the cross-shaped button 1414 is not fixedly 
provided as the cross-shaped button 612 is in the first 
example of the present invention. Bit map and a position 
of each of the buttons of the cross-shaped button 1414 
are stored in the control terminal 1301. When the cross- 
shaped button 1414 is required in the manipulation 
environment as a result of the analysis of the manipula- 
tion information, the cross-shaped button 1414 is dis- 
played on the display panel 64 of the display device 41 1 
based on the bit maps and the positions of the buttons. 

The "Zoom in" button 1411, the "Zoom out" button 
1412 belong to one button group. The control terminal 
1301 identifies each of the buttons 1411 and 1412 and 
collectively displays the buttons 1411 and 1412 on the 
display panel 64 of the display device 41 1 . 

In the conventional network control system 1 00, the 
buttons are displayed without regard to the relationship 
among the buttons. Therefore, related buttons are not 
always collectively arranged so as to be close to each 
other. 

According to the second example of the present 
invention, related buttons are defined as one group. 
Accordingly, the buttons are collectively arranged so as 
to be close to each other. Thus, usability of the control 
terminal 1301 for the user is enhanced since related 
buttons such as the "Zoom in" button 1411 and the 
"Zoom out" button 141 2 are easy for the user to manip- 
ulate when they are displayed close to each other. 

Moreover, a plurality of button groups may be 
defined such that each of the button groups has a dis- 
play screen assigned thereto. By doing so, the button 
groups are selectively displayed by switching the display 
screens on the display panel 64, thereby enabling a 
large number of manipulation components to be dis- 
played. 

Hereinafter, the above-described display method 
will be described in detail. 

Figure 16 is a plan view showing a plurality of dis- 



play screens 1601, 1602 and 1603. It is assumed that 
the display panel 64 is so small that the "Zoom in" but- 
ton 1411, the "Zoom out" button 1412 and the cross- 
shaped button 1414 cannot be displayed at once. The 

5 "Zoom in" button 1411 and the "Zoom out" button 1412 
belong to one button group, and each of the buttons 
included in the cross-shaped button 1414 belong to the 
olher button group. 

The display screen 1601 is the main screen of the 

10 manipulation environment for remotely controlling the 
car navigation system 1303. In the display screen 1 601 , 
a "Zoom" button 1611, the "Position" button 1413 and a 
"Move" button 1613 are displayed. By selectively touch- 
ing the "Zoom" button 1611 or the "Move" button 1613, 

is the display screen 1601 switches to the display screen 

1602 or 1603. The "Position" button 1413. is not used 
for switching the display screen but is used to directly 
instruct function corresponding to the "Position" button 
1413. 

20 When the user touches the "Zoom" button 1611 
when the main display screen 1601 is displayed on the 
display screen 64, the display screen of the display 
panel 64 changes to the display screen 1602. The dis- 
play screen 1602 includes the "Zoom in" button 1411, 

25 the "Zoom out" button 1412 and a "Main" button 1614 
for returning to the main display screen 1 601 . 

When the user touches the "Move" button 1613 
when the main display 1601 is displayed on the display 
panel 64, the display screen of the display panel 64 

30 changes to the display screen 1 603. The display screen 

1603 includes the cross-shaped button 1414 and the 
"Main" button 1614 for returning to the main display 
screen 1601. 

According to this method, the buttons are divided 

35 into related groups. Therefore, even in the case where 
the display panel 64 of the control terminal 1 301 is so 
small that the manipulation environment cannot be dis- 
played on the display panel 64 at once, the related but- 
tons included in the same group are displayed on the 

40 same display screen. Thus, the user can comfortably 
use the control terminal 1 301 . 

In the conventional network control system 100, 
such grouping of the manipulation buttons is not con- 
ducted. Therefore, the manipulation buttons may be 

45 separately displayed on a plurality of display screens, 
which is uncomfortable for the user to use the manipu- 
lation buttons. 

Hereinafter, the above-described disadvantage of 
the conventional network control system 100 will be 

so described. 

Figure 17 is a plan view showing a plurality of dis- 
play screens 1701 , 1702 and 1703. The display screen 
1701 is a main screen in which a "Screen 1" button 
1711. a "Screen 2" button 1712 and a "Move" button 

55 1 71 3 are displayed. By selectively touching the "Screen 
1" button 1711, the "Screen 2" button 1712 or the 
"Move" button 1713, the display screen is switched 
among the display screens 1702. 1703 and 1704. 
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As can be appreciated from the display screens 

1702, 1703 and 1704 shown in Figure 17, the related 
"Zoom in" and "Zoom out" buttons 1411 and 1412 are 
displayed separately on the display screens 1702 and 

1 703. Therefore, in order to alternately use the "Zoom 
in" and "Zoom out" buttons 1411 and 1412, the user 
should proceed the steps of switching the display 
screens in the order of "1701 -> 1702 -» 1701 -» 1703" 
or "1701 1703 -> 1701 1702", which renders the 
manipulation complicated. 

According to the second example of the present 
invention, the manipulation information is transmitted 
from the network terminal, i.e., the car navigation sys- 
tem 1 303, to the control terminal 1 301 . The transmitted 
manipulation information is analyzed by the control ter- 
minal 1 301 , thereby establishing the manipulation envi- 
ronment for the user. Since related manipulation 
buttons are grouped into one button group, the related 
buttons are collectively displayed, thereby enhancing 
the usability of the control terminal 1301 for the user. 

According to the second example of the present 
invention, a car navigation system is illustrated as the 
network terminal 1 303. The present invention, however, 
is not limited thereto and is equally applicable to other 
network terminals. 

Moreover, according to the second example of the 
present invention, a cable network is used as the net- 
work 1302. The present invention, however, is equally 
applicable when a radio network is used as the network 
1302. 

Furthermore, according to the second example of 
the present invention, the manipulation information is 
downloaded from the network terminal 1 303 to the con- 
trol terminal 1301 when the network terminal 1303 con- 
nects to the control terminal 1301. The present 
invention, however, is not limited thereto, and the manip- 
ulation information may be downloaded according to 
any kind of method. 

According to the second example of the present 
invention, buttons are used as manipulation elements. 
The present invention, however, is not limited thereto 
and is equally applicable when other elements (e.g., 
speech recognition elements or voice guiding elements) 
are used for manipulation. 

(Example 3) 

Hereinafter, a network control system 1800 includ- 
ing a control terminal 1801 and network terminals 1803, 
1804 and 1805 according to a third example of the 
present invention will be described. 

Figure 18 is a block diagram schematically showing 
the network control system 1800 according to the third 
example of the present invention. The network control 
system 1800 includes a control terminal 1801. a net- 
work 1802, a car navigation operator 1803, a CD-ROM 
driver 1804 and a GPS (Global Positioning System) 
1805. According to the third example of the present 



invention, the car navigation operator 1803, the CD- 
ROM driver 1804 and the GPS 1805 are the network 

terminals. 

According to the third example of the present inven- 

5 tion, manipulation information is transmitted from the 
network terminals to the control terminal 1801 in sub- 
stantially same manner as in the first example of the 
present invention. The transmitted manipulation infor- 
mation is analyzed by the control terminal 1 801 , thereby 

io establishing a manipulation environment for remotely 
controlling the network terminals 1803, 1804 and 1805. 
The structure of the control terminal 1801, the struc- 
tures of the network terminals 1803, 1804 and 1805, the 
types of the manipulation components are substantially 

is the same as those according to the previously 
described examples of the present invention. 

According to the third example of the present inven- 
tion, an application is not realized only by the car navi- 
gation operator 1803. The application is realized when 

20 the network terminals (i.e., the car navigation operator 
1803, the CD-ROM driver 1804 and the GPS 1805) are 
combined. 

Specifically, the car navigation operator 1803 
receives data indicating a map from the CD-ROM driver 

25 1804 via the network 1802 and receives location data 
from the GPS 1805, thereby performing an operation. 

In the network control system 1 800 according to the 
third example of the present invention, a manipulation 
environment for remotely controlling the above- 

30 described application is automatically established in the 
control terminal 1801 when the car navigation operator 
1803, the CD-ROM driver 1804 and the GPS 1805 are 
connected to each other. 

One network terminal receives function information 

35 from other network terminals via the network 1802, and 
identifies what kind of application can be provided when 
combined with the other network terminals. Then, the 
identified application is transmitted to the control termi- 
nal 1801. Herein, the term "function information" refers 

40 to information indicating a function of each network ter- 
minal. 

Figure 1 9 is a table 1 901 showing function informa- 
tion which are exchanged among the network terminals 
1803, 1804 and 1805. 
45 The car navigation operator 1 803 transmits function 
information "car navigation operation". The CD-ROM 
driver 1804 transmits function information "car naviga- 
tion data". The GPS 1805 transmits function information 
"positioning". 

so The above-mentioned function information is 
exchanged among the network terminals. Based on the 
function information from other network terminals, each 
network terminal determines whether or not its applica- 
tion can be realized. 

55 In order to realize the car navigation application, the 
car navigation operator 1 803 requires a network termi- 
nal having a function of "car navigation data" and a net- 
work terminal having a function of "positioning". The car 
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navigation operator 1803 receives the function informa- 
tion "car navigation data" from the CD-ROM driver 1804 
and receives the function information "positioning" from 
the GPS 1805, thereby determining that the car naviga- 
tion application can be realized. 

Hereinafter, the way the car navigation operator 
1803 determines that the car navigation application can 
be realized will be described in detail. 

■It is assumed that now the control terminal 1801, 
the CD-ROM driver 1804 and the GPS 1805 are con- 
nected to the network 1802. 

When the car navigation operator 1803 connects to 
the network 1802. the car navigation operator 1803 
transmits a function information transmission request to 
each network terminal via the network 1802. Each net- 
work terminal which has received the function informa- 
tion transmission request transmits function information 
to the car navigation operator 1803. 

Specifically, the CD-ROM driver 1804 transmits the 
function information "car navigation data" and the GPS 
1805 transmits the function information "positioning" to 
the car navigation operator 1803. By receiving the 
above-mentioned function information, the car naviga- 
tion operator 1803 determines that the car navigation 
application can be provided. 

Once the car navigation operator 1803 determines 
that the car navigation application can be realized, the 
car navigation operator 1803 transmits manipulation 
information to the control terminal 1801 . The control ter- 
minal 1801 analyzes the transmitted manipulation infor- 
mation, thereby establishing a manipulation 
environment for remotely controlling the car navigation 
system. 

A format of the manipulation information, process 
for establishing the manipulation environment in the 
control terminal 1801 and the like are substantially the 
same as those described in the second example of the 
present invention. 

In the above-described exemplary operation, the 
car navigation operator 1803 is connected to the net- 
work 1802 as a new network terminal. When the CD- 
ROM driver 1804 or the GPS 1805 is connected to the 
network 1802 as a new network terminal, function infor- 
mation thereof is spontaneously transmitted to the car 
navigation operator 1803. Accordingly, the car naviga- 
tion operator 1803 connected to the network 1802 
receives the function information, thereby determining 
that the car navigation application can be realized. 

According to the above-described operation, an 
application of a new network terminal can be automati- 
cally controlled by the control terminal by simply con- 
necting the network terminal to the network. 

According to the third example of the present inven- 
tion, a car navigation system is illustrated. The present 
invention, however, is not limited thereto, and is applica- 
ble to any network control system for providing an appli- 
cation. 



(Example 4) 

Hereinafter, a network control system 2000 includ- 
ing a control terminal 2001 and network terminals 2002, 

5 2004, 2005 and 2006 according to a fourth example of 
the present invention will be described. 

Figure 20 is a block diagram schematically showing 
the network control system 2000 according to the fourth 
example of the present invention. The network control 

10 system 2000 includes the control terminal 2001 , a DVD- 
ROM driver 2002, a network 2003, a car navigation 
operator 2004, a CD-ROM driver 2005 and a video 
player 2006. 

According to the fourth example of the present 

75 invention, in substantially the same manner as in the 
previously described examples, manipulation informa- 
tion is transmitted from the network terminals to the 
control terminal 2001 and the control terminal 2001 
analyzes the manipulation information, thereby estab- 

20 lishing a manipulation environment for remotely control- 
ling the network terminals 2002, 2004, 2005 and 2006. 
The structure of the control terminal 2001 , the struc- 
tures of the network terminals 2002, 2004, 2005 and 
2006 and types of the manipulation components are 

25 substantially the same as those described in the previ- 
ous examples. 

According to the fourth example of the present 
invention, in the same manner as in the third example of 
the present invention, an application is provided by 

30 combining a plurality of network terminals 2002, 2004, 
2005 and 2006. Process for exchanging function infor- 
mation among the network terminals 2002, 2004, 2005 
and 2006, and determining an application provided by 
the network terminals and a structure of the function 

35 information are substantially the same as those in the 
third example of the present invention. 

According to the fourth example of the present 
invention, when states of the network terminals 2002, 

2004, 2005 and 2006 change, an application which can 
40 be realized according to network terminals 2002, 2004, 

2005 and 2006, dynamically changes as well. 

According to the fourth example of the present 
invention, an application is not realized only by the car 
navigation operator 2004, but when it cooperates with 
45 the CD-ROM driver 2005. The car navigation operator 
2004 receives car navigation data from the CD-ROM 
driver 2005 only when a disk containing a database of 
the car navigation system is set in the CD-ROM driver 

2005, whereby an application is realized by the car nav- 
50 igation operator 2004. 

The video player 2006 receives video data from the 
DVD-ROM driver 2002 or the CD-ROM driver 2005 
when a disk containing video data is set in the DVD- 
ROM driver 2002 or the CD-ROM driver 2005, thereby 
55 realizing an application for playing a video. 

Thus, according to the fourth example of the 
present invention, the application to be realized 
changes when a disk in the DVD-ROM driver 2002 or 
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the CD-ROM driver 2005 is exchanged. 

Hereinafter, manipulation environments according 
to the fourth example of the present invention will be 
described with reference to Figures 21 A, 21 B and 21 C. 

Figures 21 A, 21 B and 21 C are plan views showing 5 
display screens 2101, 2102 and 2103, respectively, 
which are displayed on a display panel 64 of a display 
device 41 1 of the control terminal 2001 . The display 
screens 21 01 and 21 02 are manipulation environments 
used for remotely controlling the video player 2006. The w 
display screen 2103 is a manipulation environment 
used for remotely controlling the car navigation operator 
2004. 

The display screen 2101 is used when both of the 
DVD-ROM driver 2002 and the CD-ROM driver 2005 is 
include video data. A "Video Player" button 2111 and a 
"Car Navigation System" button 2112 are used for 
selecting the application. In Figures 21 A, 21 B and 21 C, 
shaded button corresponds to a presently selected 
application. so 

When both of the DVD-ROM driver 2002 and the 
CD-ROM driver 2005 include video data, the car naviga- 
tion operator 2004 cannot realize the application of the 
car navigation system. Therefore, in Figure 21 A, the 
"Car Navigation System" button 2112 of the display 25 
screen 21 01 is drawn with a broken line, which indicates 
that the display screen does not change to the display 
screen 21 03 for remotely controlling the car navigation 
system even when the "Car Navigation System" button 
2112 is selected. 30 

The manipulation environment shown in Figure 
21 A for remotely controlling the video player 2006 
includes "Title A" and Title B" buttons 2113 and 2114 
for selecting video data, and a group of buttons 2115 
including play, rewind, fast forward and stop buttons. 35 

Since the video player 2006 operates by using a 
database of either one of the DVD-ROM driver 2002 or 
the CD-ROM driver 2005, the Title A" and "Title B" but- 
tons 211 3 and 21 14 are displayed for selecting the data- 
base. 40 

The image screen 2102 and 2103 are the manipu- 
lation environments of the control terminal 2001 when 
the DVD-ROM driver 2002 has video data and CD-ROM 
driver 2005 has car navigation data. The car navigation 
operator 2004 operates while using the CD-ROM driver 45 

2005 as a database and the video player 2006 operates 
while using the DVD-ROM driver 2002 as a database. 
The display screens 2102 and 2103, i.e., manipulation 
environments for remotely controlling the video player 

2006 and the car navigation operator 2004, can be so 
switched therebetween. 

In the display screen 2102 which represents the 
manipulation environment for remotely controlling the 
video player 2006, only the DVD-ROM driver 2002 is 
available as the database of the video player 2006. ss 
Therefore, only the Title A" button 2113 for selecting 
the video data in the DVD-ROM driver 2002 is dis- 
played. 



In the display screen 2103 which represents the 
manipulation environment for remotely controlling the 
car navigation operator 2004, a "Zoom in" button 2116, 
a "Zoom out" button 2117 and a cross-shaped button 
2118 are displayed. 

Figure 22 is a table 2201 showing function informa- 
tion exchanged among the network terminals 2002, 

2004, 2005 and 2006. 

When a video disk is in the DVD-ROM driver 2002, 
the DVD-ROM driver 2002 transmits "Video data" as 
function information. The function information includes 
text Title A" which is information of a title of the video 
data. 

When a video data disk is in the CD-ROM driver 

2005, the CD-ROM driver 2005 transmits "Video data" 
as function information. The function information 
includes text Title B" which is information of a title of the 
video data. Furthermore, when a car navigation data 
disk is in the CD-ROM driver 2005, the CD-ROM driver 
2005 transmits "Car navigation data" as function infor- 
mation. 

The function information of the CD-ROM driver 
2005 changes in the above-described manner. 

When both of the DVD-ROM driver 2002 and the 
CD-ROM driver 2005 include video disks, the video 
player 2006 receives "video data" from both of the DVD- 
ROM driver 2002 and the CD-ROM driver 2005. There- 
fore, the video player 2006 can provide an application 
for playing video data of Title A" and "Title B". When 
video data disk is inserted only in the DVD-ROM driver 
2002, an application for playing video data of title A is 
provided by receiving function information "video data" 
from the DVD-ROM driver 2002. 

When there is no car navigation data in the CD- 
ROM driver 2005, the car navigation operator 2004 can- 
not receive function information "car navigation data", 
thereby being unable to provide car navigation applica- 
tion. When the CD-ROM driver 2005 includes a disk of 
car navigation data, the car navigation operator 2004 is 
able to receive function information "car navigation 
data", thereby providing car navigation application. 

Hereinafter, manipulation information which 
changes according to the function of the network termi- 
nal will be described. 

Figures 23 and 24 are diagrams showing manipula- 
tion information 2302 and 2402 for establishing manipu- 
lation environments shown in Figures 21 A and 21 B for 
remotely controlling the video player 2006. Figures 25 
and 26 are diagrams showing manipulation information 
2502 and 2602 for establishing manipulation environ- 
ments for remotely controlling the car navigation opera- 
tor 2004. 

Figures 23, 24. 25 and 26 further show manipula- 
tion components 2301, 2401, 2501 and 2601. respec- 
tively. 

A structure of manipulation information of the video 
player 2006, a structure of manipulation information of 
the car navigation operator 2004 and types of the 



17 



BNSDOCID: <EP 08S332OA2 I > 



33 



EP 0 883 320 A2 



34 



manipulation components are substantially the same as 
those in the previously described examples. 

Each type of manipulation component included in 
the manipulation information 2302 and 2402 represents 
a main button group, at least one of the Title A" button 
2113 and the "Title B" button 2114, the button group 
(including the rewind, play, stop and fast forward but- 
tons), the rewind button, the play button, the stop button 
and the fast forward button. Additional information is set 
so as to correspond to each type of manipulation com- 
ponent. The "Title A" button 21 1 3 and the "Title B" but- 
ton 2114 are used for selecting a source of the video 
data. 

The manipulation information 2502 representing 
the manipulation environment for remotely controlling 
the car navigation operator 2004 shown in Figure 25 
includes only a main button group, and does not repre- 
sent other buttons or the like. 

The manipulation information 2602 representing 
the manipulation environment for remotely controlling 
the car navigation operator 2004 shown in Figure 26 
includes manipulation components representing a main 
button group, a button group including the "Zoom in" 
button 2116 and the "Zoom out" button 2117 and the 
cross-shaped button 2118. 

When video data disks are set in both of the DVD- 
ROM driver 2002 and the CD-ROM driver 2005, the 
video player 2006 transmits manipulation information 
2302 to the control terminal 2001 based on the function 
information from the DVD-ROM driver 2002 and the CD- 
ROM driver 2005. The manipulation information 2302 
includes, as shown in Figure 23, the "Title A" button 
2113 indicating the title of the video data in the DVD- 
ROM driver 2002 and the Title B" button 2114 indicat- 
ing the title of the video data in the CD-ROM driver 
2005. The video player 2006 uses text of titles included 
in the function information of the DVD-ROM driver 2002 
and the CD-ROM driver 2005. 

Furthermore, when a video data cfisk is set in the 
DVD-ROM driver 2002 and no video data disk is set in 
the CD-ROM driver 2005, the video player 2006 trans- 
mits manipulation information 2402 to the control termi- 
nal 2001 based on the function information from the 
DVD-ROM driver 2002 and the CD-ROM driver 2005. 
The manipulation information 2402 includes, as shown 
in Figure 24, the Title A" button 2113 indicating the title 
of the video data in the DVD-ROM driver 2002. 

When video data disks are set in neither of the 
DVD-ROM driver 2002 and the CD-ROM driver 2005, 
titles A and B are not included in the manipulation infor- 
mation. 

When no car navigation data disk is set in the CD- 
ROM driver 2005 such that function information "car 
navigation data" cannot be received, the manipulation 
information of the car navigation operator 2004 only 
includes the main group of the car navigation. 

When a car navigation data disk is set in the CD- 
ROM driver 2005 such that function information "car 



navigation data" can be received from the CD-ROM 
driver 2005, the manipulation information 2602 is pro- 
vided to the control terminal 2001. The manipulation 
information 2602 includes, as shown in Figure 26, the 

5 "Zoom in" button 21 1 6, the "Zoom out" button 21 1 7 and 
the cross-shaped button 2118. 

According to the fourth example of the present 
invention, the network terminals 2005 and 2006 deter- 
mine whether or not the application thereof can be real- 

10 ized based on function information transmitted from 
other network terminals. The network terminals then 
generate manipulation information corresponding to the 
determined application and provide the manipulation 
information thereof to the control terminal 2001 . 

75 Hereinafter, a process of changing the manipulation 
environment of the control terminal 2001 by changing 
the manipulation information transmitted from the net- 
work terminals 2005 and 2006 will be described. 

Now both of the DVD-ROM driver 2002 and the CD- 

20 ROM driver 2005 include video data disks. 

When video data disks are inserted in both of the 
DVD-ROM driver 2002 and the CD-ROM driver 2005, 
the video player 2006 receives function information 
"video data" from both of the DVD-ROM driver 2002 and 

25 the CD-ROM driver 2005, thereby determining that the 
application of the video player can be realized. Accord- 
ingly, the video player 2006 transmits the manipulation 
information 2302 to the control terminal 2001 . The car 
navigation operator 2004 does not receive function 

30 information "car navigation data", and therefore deter- 
mines that the application for car navigation system 
cannot be realized. Accordingly, the car navigation 
operator 2004 transmits the manipulation information 
2502 shown in Figure 25 in which no actual manipula- 

35 tion component is included, to the control terminal 2001 . 
As a result, the control terminal 2001 recognizes the 
presence of the car navigation operator 2004 but deter- 
mines that the application of the car navigation system 
cannot be provided. 

40 The control terminal 2001 receives the manipula- 
tion information 2302 from the video player 2006 and 
the manipulation information 2502 from the car naviga- 
tion operator 2004, and establishes the manipulation 
environment represented by display screen 21 01 shown 

45 in Figure 21 A. 

Now the video data disk in the CD-ROM driver 2005 
is replaced with a car navigation data disk. 

When the car navigation data disk is inserted in the 
CD-ROM driver 2005, function information "car naviga- 

50 tion data" is transmitted from the CD-ROM driver 2005 
to the car navigation operator 2004 and the video player 
2006. 

Based on the function information, the car naviga- 
tion operator 2004 determines that the application of the 
55 car navigation system can be realized, and transmits 
the manipulation information 2602 shown in Figure 26 
to the control terminal 2001 . Based on the manipulation 
information 2602, the control terminal 2001 confirms 
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that the manipulation environment for remotely control- 
ling the car navigation system can be realized. 

Based on the function information from the CD- 
ROM driver 2005. the video player 2006 determines that 
video data is no longer supplied from the CD-ROM s 
driver 2005, and transmits the manipulation information 
2402 shown in Figure 24 where the Title B" button is 
omitted to the control terminal 2201. Based on the 
manipulation information 2402, the control terminal 
2001 determines that the "Title B" button is omitted. w 

As a result, the control terminal 2001 re-establishes 
the manipulation environment 2102 (Figure 21 B) 
instead of the manipulation environment 21 01 . 

Analysis of the manipulation information by a CPU 
of the control terminal 2001 , and establishment of the is 
manipulation environments are substantially the same 
as those in the previously described examples. 

Operations performed when buttons are selectively 
manipulated are substantially the same as those in the 
previously described examples. 20 

According to the fourth example of the present 
invention, after a manipulation requesting signal is 
transmitted from the control terminal 2001 to the net- 
work terminal 2005 and 2006 providing the application, 
a command instructing an operation needs to be trans- 25 
mitted from the network terminal 2005 and 2006 to 
other network terminals. 

For example, in the display screen 2101 (Figure 
21 A), when the user selects the "Title A" button 21 13, a 
manipulation requesting signal including an identifica- 30 
tion number 5 indicating the Title A" button 2113 is 
transmitted from the control terminal 2001 to the video 
player 2006. In response to this manipulation requesting 
signal, the video player 2006 reproduces a title corre- 
sponding to "Title A". Specifically, the video player 2006 35 
transmits a video data transmission request to the DVD- 
ROM driver 2002 in which the video data of title A is set. 
In response to this request, the DVD-ROM driver 2002 
transmits the video data to the video player 2006. The 
video player 2006 receives the video data and repro- 40 
duces the video data. 

Various commands are set in the network terminals 
in advance, and are transmitted and received in known 
steps. 

As described above, according to the fourth exam- 45 
pte of the present invention, the application is realized 
with a plurality of network terminals, and a manipulation 
environment corresponding to the application is estab- 
lished. In response to the change in the network termi- 
nals, function information is transmitted and received so 
among the network terminals so as to change the appli- 
cation. By transmitting manipulation information corre- 
sponding to the application to the control terminal, the 
manipulation environment in the control terminal is 
changed as well. 55 

According to the fourth example of the present 
invention, the car navigation operator and video player 
are illustrated as the network terminals. The present 



invention, however, is not limited thereto, and is applica- 
ble when an application is provided by other types of 
network terminals. 

Furthermore, according to the fourth example of the 
present invention, buttons are used as manipulation ele- 
ments. The present invention, however, is not limited 
thereto, and is equally applicable when other elements 
(e.g., speech recognition elements or voice guiding ele- 
ments) are used for manipulation. 

Various other modifications will be apparent to and 
can be readily made by those skilled in the art without 
departing from the scope and spirit of this invention. 
Accordingly, it is not intended that the scope of the 
claims appended hereto be limited to the description as 
set forth herein, but rather that the claims be broadly 
construed. 

Claims 

1 . A network control system, comprising: 

a network terminal; and 
a control terminal, wherein 
the network terminal transmits to the control 
terminal manipulation information indicating a 
type of at least one manipulation component 
and a manipulation requesting signal corre- 
sponding to the manipulation component, 
receives from the control terminal the manipu- 
lation requesting signal, and performs an oper- 
ation corresponding to the manipulation 
requesting signal upon receipt of the manipula- 
tion requesting signal from the control terminal; 
and 

the control terminal includes at least one 
manipulation component, receives and ana- 
lyzes the manipulation information from the 
network terminal, selects the type of the manip- 
ulation component indicated by the manipula- 
tion information, corresponds the selected 
manipulation component and the manipulation 
requesting signal indicated by the manipulation 
information, thereby establishing a manipula- 
tion environment for controlling the network ter- 
minal, and, when the manipulation component 
is selectively manipulated, transmits the 
manipulation requesting signal to the network 
terminal. 

2. A network control system according to claim 1, 
wherein a predetermined manipulation component 
of the at least one manipulation component prede- 
termined^ corresponds to a predetermined opera- 
tion of the network terminal. 

3. A network control system according to claim 1, 
wherein the at least one manipulation component 
comprises a physical manipulation button of the 
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control terminal. 

4. A network control system according to claim 1, 
wherein the at least one manipulation component 
comprises a manipulation button displayed on a 
display section of the control terminal. 

5. A network control system according to claim 1, 
wherein the at least one manipulation component 
comprises manipulation components belonging to 
a manipulation component group, and the control 
terminal collectively processes the manipulation 
component of the manipulation component group. 

6. A network control system according to claim 1, 
comprising a plurality of network terminals, at least 
one of which identifies an application which can be 
realized by exchanging function information among 
the plurality of network terminals; transmits to the 
control terminal manipulation information indicating 
a type of at least one manipulation component for 
controlling the function and a manipulation request- 
ing signal corresponding to the manipulation com- 
ponent, receives the manipulation requesting signal 
from the control terminal, and performs an opera- 
tion corresponding to the manipulation requesting 
signal upon receipt of the manipulation requesting 
signal from the control terminal. 

7. A network control system according to claim 1. 
wherein the control terminal is a remote controller 
for remotely controlling the network terminal. 

8. A network terminal which is controlled by a control 
terminal including at least one manipulation compo- 
nent, wherein, the network terminal transmits to the 
control terminal manipulation information indicating 
a type of at least one manipulation component and 
a manipulation requesting signal corresponding to 
the manipulation component, receives manipula- 
tion requesting signal, and performs an operation 
corresponding to the manipulation requesting sig- 
nal upon receipt of the manipulation requesting sig- 
nal from the control terminal. 

9. A network terminal according to claim 8, wherein a 
predetermined manipulation component of the at 
least one manipulation component of the control 
terminal predeterminediy corresponds to a prede- 
termined operation of the network terminal. 

10. A network terminal according to claim 8, wherein 
the at least one manipulation component com- 
prises a manipulation components belonging to a 
manipulation component group, and the control ter- 
minal collectively processes the manipulation com- 
ponent of the manipulation component group. 



11. A network terminal according to claim 8, wherein: 

the network terminal identifies an application 
which can be realized by exchanging function 

5 information among a plurality of network termi- 

nals, transmits to the control terminal manipu- 
lation information indicating a type of at least 
one manipulation component for controlling the 
function and a manipulation requesting signal 

10 corresponding to the manipulation component, 

and performs an operation corresponding to 
the manipulation requesting signal upon 
receipt of the manipulation requesting signal 
from the control terminal. 

15 

12. A network terminal which is controlled by a control 
terminal including at least one manipulation compo- 
nent, comprising: 

20 a memory section for storing manipulation 

information indicating a type of the at least one 
manipulation component and a manipulation 
requesting signal corresponding to the manipu- 
lation component; 

25 a two-way communication section for transmit- 

ting to the control terminal the manipulation 
information stored in the memory section, and 
receiving the manipulation requesting signal 
from the control terminaJ; and 

30 a control section for performing an operation 

corresponding to the manipulation requesting 
signal in response to the manipulation request- 
ing signal received by the two-way communica- 
tion section. 

35 

1 3. A control terminal for controlling a network terminal 
which performs an operation in response to a 
manipulation requesting signal, wherein the control 
terminal including at least one manipulation compo- 

40 nent receives and analyzes manipulation informa- 
tion from the network terminal and selects a type of 
the manipulation component indicated by the 
manipulation information, corresponds the selected 
manipulation component and the manipulation 

45 requesting signal indicated by the manipulation 
information, thereby establishing a manipulation 
environment for controlling the network terminal, 
and, when the manipulation component is selec- 
tively manipulated, transmits the manipulation 

50 requesting signal to the network terminal. 

14. A control terminal according to claim 13, wherein a 
predetermined manipulation component of the at 
least one manipulation component predeterminediy 

55 corresponds to a predetermined operation of the 
network terminal. 

15. A control terminal according to claim 13, wherein 
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the at least one manipulation component com- 
prises a physical manipulation button of the control 
terminal. 

16. A control terminal according to claim 13, wherein 
the at least one manipulation component com- 
prises a manipulation button displayed on a display 
section of the control terminal. 

17. A control terminal according to claim 13, wherein 
the at least one manipulation component com- 
prises manipulation components belonging to a 
manipulation component group, and the control ter- 
minal collectively processes the manipulation com- 
ponent of the manipulation component group. 

18. A control terminal according to claim 13, wherein 
the control terminal is a remote controller for 
remotely controlling the network terminal. 

19. A control terminal for controlling a network terminal 
which performs an operation in response to a 
manipulation requesting signal, comprising: 

at feast one manipulation component; 
a two-way communication section for receiving 
manipulation information from the network ter- 
minal and transmitting a manipulation request- 
ing signal to the network terminal; and 
a control section which analyzes the manipula- 
tion information received via the two-way com- 
munication system, selects a type of the 
manipulation component indicated by the 
manipulation information, corresponds the 
selected manipulation component and the 
manipulation requesting signal indicated by the 
manipulation information, thereby establishing 
a manipulation environment for controlling the 
network terminal, and, when the manipulation 
component is selectively manipulated, trans- 
mits the manipulation requesting signal to the 
network terminal via the two-way communica- 
tion section. 

20. A network control system, comprising: 

a plurality of network terminals, at least one of 
which identifies an application which can be 
realized by exchanging function information 
among the plurality of network terminals, trans- 
mits to the control terminal manipulation infor- 
mation indicating a manipulation environment 
for controlling the function and a manipulation 
requesting signal corresponding to the manipu- 
lation component, receives the manipulation 
requesting signal from the control terminal, and 
performs an operation corresponding to the 
manipulation requesting signal upon receipt of 



the manipulation requesting signal from the 
control terminal; and 

a control terminal which receives and analyzes 
the manipulation information, establishes the 

5 manipulation environment indicated by the 

manipulation information, and when the manip- 
ulation environment is manipulated intended 
for the function, transmits the manipulation 
requesting signal to at least one of the network 

w terminals. 

21 . A plurality of network terminals which are controlled 
by a control terminal including at least one manipu- 
lation component, wherein at least one of the plural- 

is rty of network terminals identifies an application 
which can be realized by exchanging function infor- 
mation among the plurality of network terminals, 
and transmits to the control terminal manipulation 
information indicating a manipulation environment 

20 for controlling the function and a manipulation 
requesting signal, and performs an operation corre- 
sponding to the function upon receipt of the manip- 
ulation requesting signal from the control terminal. 
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